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and other forms of writing can

what do you mean that essays
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This means that there are ne formal requirermnents liks MLA Format
or pagde length or ewsn that your writing project has to be words on
8.8° x 11° paper. Il you can scoomplish your purpose in 8 pages,
groat. Or maybe you need 8 pages. If your writing will be more
affeciive by incorporating images and other medis into your work,
then do it Maybs your prefest i best presented as a vides oF i Lo

even multiple forms of Englsh and wsing this langusge in your work
will be effective —~ do it.
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You are not going to be left unprepared
for instructors who assign “real” essays..

the things you will be doing in an
unessay will help improve your “real”
ones: excellent “real” essays are’ about
things writers are intérested in, and
emrege from the writer's sense of a
rhetotical situation. If you'learn how to
write compelling and effective
"unessays,” . you'l find it a lol easier {o
n—c :ﬁ.: 5 w,o:.... ...ww_.. .”ﬁun«ﬁ Wz- more
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DR. CARMEN
TEACHES

Writing critically with and from multiple,
informed sources is perhaps the single, most, :
common trademark for the kind of writing and K
thinking that is expected of you in the academy.
However, this does NOT mean:

*that you write about things you don't care
about,

" that you write as if you sound like an
encyclopedia/wikipedia,

* that you omit your own voice and perspective,
* that you eannot be creative and energetic...

...Indicates that in order to become
better writers we are going to have to
"undo® the potential damage done to
the spirit of the essay (and most real
writing) by the many approaches to
teaching writing that frame essays
(and most other forms of writing) as
a set of rules to be mastered in order
to not lose points.
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# What about learning to

write "real” essays? Isn't all

this flexibility a waste of my
time?

O asrON

This is a good question. I don't have
a better answer than O'Donnell, the

originator of the unessay, so I'll use
his words here (altered only slightly)...

JINVH AV
JINVH AV

JINYH AV

JINVH avVHH

JINVH AV
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UN!

About 128,000,000 resulls (037 seconds)

a prefix meaning “not,” freely used as an English formative, giving
negative or opposite force in adjectives and their derivative
adwerbs and nouns (urfair; unfairly: unfaimess; unfelt: unseen;
urfitting; unformed; unheard-of; un-get-at-able), and less freely
used in certain other nauns (Unrest; unemployment).

O'Donnel....
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“ordell, Cate Denial, and of course, Daniel Paul
POC Zine Project. QZAP
(Queer Zine Archive), Brown
Recluse Distro, SUNY New
Zine Library...

ogle “zines”...
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