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*The short answer* — An *unessay™* is a
writing project done for the purpose of
exploring questions and ideas of interest
to the writer and not for the purpose of
learning a narrow and static set of "rules"
(ex: don't use "1." use 5 paragraphs, MLA
format, etec.).




T4 AERLA
'\ The "Un"...

...i\ndicates that in order to becomse
better writers we are going to have to
"undo® the potential damage done to
the spirit of the essay (and most real
writing) by the many approaches to
teaching writing that frame essays
(and most other forms of writing) as
a set of rules to be mastered in order
to not lose points.



PURPOSE AUDIENCk

The shighlly longer answer - Thare's a good chance that you've come
into this class with Ihe expectation that you will be writing samething
called "papers” or "essays." Great! Essays, as | hope you'll experience
them in this class are wonderful things. However, my experisnce also
generally snows me that siudents come into an English class wilth the

idea that these things called essays (or papers) are unwigldy,
imflexible, rule-bound mensters. For exemple. if you've bean told never
to use the personal pranoun "I" in an essay or that an essay should
always be & paragraphs, you've experienced this "essay as rule-bound
monster” approach 1o writing.

TEXT CONTEXT
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As'a mhngm‘]ﬂct the

“‘unessay’ calls our
attention to the idea that
essays {and many other
forms of writing) are
actually very flexible and
open and can be used 1o
cxplore and discuss —
lake action on!!!! — nearly
any topic that matters o
vou. T'he "unessay" inviles
us to resist overly
prescriptive definitions of
what an ESBEIK £ even

| wnhﬁg(jn general -- is or

can be.
X4
Y

the *unessay” was originally pdeveloped by

Danicl Faul (O'Donnel 8 medievalisi and

iextual atudies scholerd.




and other forms of writing can

what do you mean that essays
é ATHIXHTd PU®B NHJO oq

This means that thers are no formal regquirements likse MLA Format
or page length or even that your writing project has o be words on
8.6"x 11" paper. Il you aan acoomplish your purpose in S pages,

groat, Or maybe you need § pages. If your writing will be more
effactive by inocrporating Imades and other madls into your work,

then do it Maybes your projsscst is bast presgented as a video or as an
awldio sssay or ko nlerastive wabpade. Then wee video, ar sound, or
other forms of multimedis. Maoybe you speak another languagde or
even multiple forms of English and using this lanfuage in your work
will be effective — do it
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# What about learning to
write "real” essays? Isn't all
this flexibility a waste of my
time?

This is a good question. I don't have
a better answer than O'Donnell, the
originator of the unessay, so I'll use

his words here (altered only slightly)...



UN!

Aot 128,000,000 results [0, 37 secordks)

a prefix meaning “not,” freely used as an English formative, giving
negative or oppaosite force in adjectives and their derivative
adverbs and nouns (unfair, unfairly; unfaimess; unfelt; unseen;
urfitting; unformed; unheard-of; un-get-at-able), and less freely
used incertain octher nouns (unrest; unemployment).
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The "learning to write™ is what
will happen when you make
choices about how to present
yvour ideas in the medium of
"writing”
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which can be words on
S paper, but also words
Bl and sounds captured

in audio files, and

words and images

| caplured in photos and ——
l videos, o g

What is most important is that the
choices you make about the
presentation of your ideas help
your audiences engage with your
work.



DR. CARMEN
THACHES

Writing critically with and from multiples,
informed sources is perhaps the single, most
commoen trademark for the kind of writing and
thinking that is expected of you in the academy.
Howsver, this does NOT mean:

"that you writé about things you don't care
about,

" that you write as if you sound like an
encyclopedia/wikipedia,

* that you omit your own voice and perspective,
* that you cannot be crealive and snergetie...
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that you must sound like the
type of person who might wear
wool/plaid jackets with suede
patches on the elbows in order
to be taken sericusly, that youl
cannot be everyihing that
makes up your multiple selves,
that you cannot be Hip [op,
IR&1, Soul, Bomba, Dancehall,
Soca, Metal, Bachata, EDM, or
Rock-N-Roll,

that you cannot have sorme fun
with it/

You do not give up who you are
to be an academic writer; on
thie contrary, you take who are
ever. MORE sericusly.



For more on the "Unessay” search he web..look out for names

like Ryan Cordell, Cate Denial, and of course, Daniel Paul
U Donnel....

i POC Zine Project, QZAP

L IQueer Zine Archive), Brown
' Recluse Distro, SUNY New
Lo, | Palig Zine Library.. g

For more on zines search for

just gﬂng]{- “zines".. Jaet
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